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(f) Effective date. National banks are
required to use State certified or li-
censed appraisers as set forth in this
part no later than December 31, 1992.

[55 FR 34696, Aug. 24, 1990, as amended at 57
FR 12202, Apr. 9, 1992; 59 FR 29499, June 7,
1994]

§ 34.44 Minimum appraisal standards.
For federally related transactions,

all appraisals shall, at a minimum:
(a) Conform to generally accepted ap-

praisal standards as evidenced by the
Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice (USPAP) promulgated
by the Appraisal Standards Board of
the Appraisal Foundation, 1029
Vermont Ave., NW., Washington, DC
20005, unless principles of safe and
sound banking require compliance with
stricter standards;

(b) Be written and contain sufficient
information and analysis to support
the institution’s decision to engage in
the transaction;

(c) Analyze and report appropriate
deductions and discounts for proposed
construction or renovation, partially
leased buildings, non-market lease
terms, and tract developments with
unsold units;

(d) Be based upon the definition of
market value as set forth in this sub-
part; and

(e) Be performed by State licensed or
certified appraisers in accordance with
requirements set forth in this subpart.

[59 FR 29500, June 7, 1994]

§ 34.45 Appraiser independence.
(a) Staff appraisers. If an appraisal is

prepared by a staff appraiser, that ap-
praiser must be independent of the
lending, investment, and collection
functions and not involved, except as
an appraiser, in the federally related
transaction, and have no direct or indi-
rect interest, financial or otherwise, in
the property. If the only qualified per-
sons available to perform an appraisal
are involved in the lending, invest-
ment, or collection functions of the
regulated institution, the regulated in-
stitution shall take appropriate steps
to ensure that the appraisers exercise
independent judgment. Such steps in-
clude, but are not limited to, prohib-
iting an individual from performing an

appraisal in connection with federally
related transactions in which the ap-
praiser is otherwise involved and pro-
hibiting directors and officers from
participating in any vote or approval
involving assets on which they per-
formed an appraisal.

(b) Fee appraisers. (1) If an appraisal
is prepared by a fee appraiser, the ap-
praiser shall be engaged directly by the
regulated institution or its agent, and
have no direct or indirect interest, fi-
nancial or otherwise, in the property or
the transaction.

(2) A regulated institution also may
accept an appraisal that was prepared
by an appraiser engaged directly by an-
other financial services institution, if:

(i) The appraiser has no direct or in-
direct interest, financial or otherwise,
in the property or the transaction; and

(ii) The regulated institution deter-
mines that the appraisal conforms to
the requirements of this subpart and is
otherwise acceptable.

[55 FR 34696, Aug. 24, 1990, as amended at 59
FR 29500, June 7, 1994]

§ 34.46 Professional association mem-
bership; competency.

(a) Membership in appraisal organiza-
tions. A State certified appraiser or a
State licensed appraiser may not be ex-
cluded from consideration for an as-
signment for a federally related trans-
action solely by virtue of membership
or lack of membership in any par-
ticular appraisal organization.

(b) Competency. All staff and fee ap-
praisers performing appraisals in con-
nection with federally related trans-
actions must be State certified or li-
censed, as appropriate. However, a
State certified or licensed appraiser
may not be considered competent sole-
ly by virtue of being certified or li-
censed. Any determination of com-
petency shall be based upon the indi-
vidual’s experience and educational
background as they relate to the par-
ticular appraisal assignment for which
he or she is being considered.

§ 34.47 Enforcement.
Institutions and institution-affiliated

parties, including staff appraisers and
fee appraisers, may be subject to re-
moval and/or prohibition orders, cease
and desist orders, and the imposition of
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1 The agencies have adopted a uniform rule
on real estate lending. See 12 CFR part 365
(FDIC); 12 CFR part 208, subpart C (FRB); 12
CFR part 34, subpart D (OCC); and 12 CFR
563.100–101 (OTS).

civil money penalties pursuant to the
Federal Deposit Insurance Act, 12
U.S.C. 1811 et seq., as amended, or other
applicable law.

Subpart D—Real Estate Lending
Standards

SOURCE: 57 FR 62889, Dec. 31, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 34.61 Purpose and scope.
This subpart, issued pursuant to sec-

tion 304 of the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation Improvement Act of
1991, 12 U.S.C. 1828(o), prescribes stand-
ards for real estate lending to be used
by national banks in adopting internal
real estate lending policies.

§ 34.62 Real estate lending standards.
(a) Each national bank shall adopt

and maintain written policies that es-
tablish appropriate limits and stand-
ards for extensions of credit that are
secured by liens on or interests in real
estate, or that are made for the pur-
pose of financing permanent improve-
ments to real estate.

(b)(1) Real estate lending policies
adopted pursuant to this section must:

(i) Be consistent with safe and sound
banking practices;

(ii) Be appropriate to the size of the
institution and the nature and scope of
its operations; and

(iii) Be reviewed and approved by the
bank’s board of directors at least annu-
ally.

(2) The lending policies must estab-
lish:

(i) Loan portfolio diversification
standards;

(ii) Prudent underwriting standards,
including loan-to-value limits, that are
clear and measurable;

(iii) Loan administration procedures
for the bank’s real estate portfolio; and

(iv) Documentation, approval, and re-
porting requirements to monitor com-
pliance with the bank’s real estate
lending policies.

(c) Each national bank must monitor
conditions in the real estate market in
its lending area to ensure that its real
estate lending policies continue to be
appropriate for current market condi-
tions.

(d) The real estate lending policies
adopted pursuant to this section should
reflect consideration of the Inter-
agency Guidelines for Real Estate
Lending Policies established by the
Federal bank and thrift supervisory
agencies.

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART D OF PART 34—
INTERAGENCY GUIDELINES FOR REAL
ESTATE LENDING

The agencies’ regulations require that each
insured depository institution adopt and
maintain a written policy that establishes
appropriate limits and standards for all ex-
tensions of credit that are secured by liens
on or interests in real estate or made for the
purpose of financing the construction of a
building or other improvements.1 These
guidelines are intended to assist institutions
in the formulation and maintenance of a real
estate lending policy that is appropriate to
the size of the institution and the nature and
scope of its individual operations, as well as
satisfies the requirements of the regulation.

Each institution’s policies must be com-
prehensive, and consistent with safe and
sound lending practices, and must ensure
that the institution operates within limits
and according to standards that are reviewed
and approved at least annually by the board
of directors. Real estate lending is an inte-
gral part of many institutions’ business
plans and, when undertaken in a prudent
manner, will not be subject to examiner crit-
icism.

LOAN PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
CONSIDERATIONS

The lending policy should contain a gen-
eral outline of the scope and distribution of
the institution’s credit facilities and the
manner in which real estate loans are made,
serviced, and collected. In particular, the in-
stitution’s policies on real estate lending
should:

• Identify the geographic areas in which
the institution will consider lending.

• Establish a loan portfolio diversification
policy and set limits for real estate loans by
type and geographic market (e.g., limits on
higher risk loans).

• Identify appropriate terms and conditions
by type of real estate loan.

• Establish loan origination and approval
procedures, both generally and by size and
type of loan.
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